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General  Information  — 

Bison  in  Yellowstone  National  Park  carry  bacteria  that  cause  a  disease 
known  as  brucellosis  or  bang’s  disease.  The  disease-causing  bacteria  can 
be  transmitted  from  bison  to  cattle.  If  domestic  cattle  are  infected,  there 
are  negative  effects  to  individual  cattle  producers  in  the  form  of  a  loss  of 
production,  loss  of  markets,  and  costly  preventative  measures,  including 
vaccination.  The  presence  of  brucellosis  in  Yellowstone  National  Park  bi¬ 
son  is  one  of  the  primary  reasons  that  attempts  are  being  made  to  control 
bison  when  they  cross  the  park  boundary  and  enter  Montana. 

Licensing  —  Bison  licenses  are  allotted  through  a  random  drawing.  Bison 
license  drawing  application  forms  will  be  available  in  late  April  at  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  (FW&P)  Regional  Headquarters,  Helena 
Headquarters,  and  general  license  dealers.  Applications  must  be  com¬ 
pleted  and  sent  to  the  Montana  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks, 
1420  East  Sixth  Avenue,  Helena,  MT  59620.  Applications  must  be  post¬ 
marked  no  laterthan  August  31, 1990,  and  they  must  be  accompanied  by  a 
$5  non-refundable  drawing  fee. 

A  random  drawing  will  be  held  as  soon  after  the  August  31, 1990,  applica¬ 
tion  deadline  as  practical.  The  first  250  individuals  drawn  will  be  notified 
by  mail  of  their  position  on  a  roster.  If  the  need  arises,  these  individuals 
will  be  offered  an  opportunity  to  participate  in  the  bison-control  program 
in  the  order  in  which  they  were  drawn.  An  information  packet  regarding  the 
bison  season  will  be  sent  to  each  individual  on  the  roster. 

General  Regulations  — 

1.  General  regulations  as  listed  on  the  1990  big  game  hunting  map  shall 
govern  the  1990-91  bison  season.  The  season  will  begin  October  1, 
1990,  and  end  September  30, 1991. 

2.  Participants  must  purchase  a  bison  license  when  they  arrive  at  the 
check-in  point  as  specified  by  FW&P  during  the  call  offering  them  the 
opportunity  to  participate.  Only  cash,  money  orders,  or  cashier 
checks  will  be  accepted  from  non-residents.  Personal  checks  will  be 
accepted  from  residents.  Participants  must  hold  a  current  year  con¬ 
servation  license  ($2).  Participants  under  18  years  of  age  must  provide 
officials  with  their  Montana  (or  other  state)  hunter  education  certifi¬ 
cate  of  competency  number. 

3.  The  fee  for  resident  bison  license  is  $200.  The  non-resident  bison  li¬ 
cense  fee  is  $1,000. 

4.  Only  rifles  will  be  allowed.  Muzzleloading  black  powder  rifles  are  not 
permitted. 


What  to  Expect  —  Participants  in  Montana’s  bison-control  program 
must  understand  that  the  actions  being  taken  are  officially  sanctioned 
solely  for  the  protection  of  private  property.  Because  of  that  and  because 
of  the  nature  of  bison,  the  kind  of  experience  that  is  traditionally  associ¬ 
ated  with  Montana  hunting  should  not  be  expected. 

Once  on  the  site,  all  participants  will  be  accompanied  by  one  or  more 
FW&P  game  wardens  and  should  be  prepared  to  shoot  at  standing  or 
slow-moving  bison  that  will  be  from  50  to  100  yards  away.  Each  participant 
will  be  required  to  take  the  animal  that  FW&P  game  wardens  indicate  must 
be  taken  and,  if  necessary,  game  wardens  will  assist  in  the  kill. 
Participants  in  the  bison-control  program  will  be  completely  responsible 
for  field  dressing  and  handling  their  bison. 

Bison  may  be  in  areas  inaccessible  by  vehicle  so  horses,  snowmachines, 
or  all-terrain  vehicles  may  be  necessary  to  get  the  animal  moved  to  a  road. 
In  some  areas  near  Gardiner,  the  use  of  off-road  motorized  vehicles  is  re¬ 
stricted.  The  same  regulations  as  those  governing  elk  hunters  will  be  in 
effect  forthe  bison  season  (i.e.,  snowmobiles  may  be  used  on  established 
roads  after  noon  to  aid  in  retrieval). 

Participants  should  also  be  aware  that  their  involvement  in  Montana’s 
bison-control  program  may  be  observed  and  in  some  cases,  closely  scruti¬ 
nized  by  the  media,  other  participants,  special  interest  groups,  or  individ¬ 
uals  who  may  be  opposed  to  the  taking  of  bison. 

Notification  Procedure  in  Control  Format  — 

1.  Participants  will  be  notified  by  telephone  by  FW&P  as  the  need  for 
bison-control  participants  arises.  Telephone  calls  will  be  made  during 
the  evening  hours  between  6  p.m.  and  10  p.m.,  Mountain  Standard 
Time  on  the  day  bison  are  outside  the  boundaries  of  Yellowstone  Na¬ 
tional  Park. 

2.  A  minimum  of  three  attempts  by  telephone  will  be  made  that  evening 
to  contact  and  notify  any  one  individual.  Notification  attempts  will  be 
spaced  at  a  minimum  of  V2  hour  intervals.  Additional  calls  may  be 
made  if  necessary. 

3.  FW&P  personnel  must  speak  directly  to  the  participants  during  the 
notification  call. 

4.  Individuals  who  cannot  be  reached  will  have  their  names  removed 
from  the  roster. 

5.  Individuals  will  be  advised  during  the  notification  call  of  the  following 
procedures: 

(a)  They  must  be  present  at  the  designated  check-in  point  within  36 
hours  following  notification  or  the  right  to  participate  will  be  for¬ 
feited. 

(b)  Individuals  who  decline  to  take  the  bison  they  are  told  is  available 
during  the  notification  call  will  be  removed  from  the  roster. 

(c)  Bison  available  when  individuals  arrive  on-site  may  differ  from 
those  available  at  the  time  of  the  notification  call.  If  an  individual 
declines  to  take  the  bison  specified  by  FW&P,  the  individual’s  li¬ 
cense  fee  will  be  forfeited  and  he/she  will  be  removed  from  the 
roster. 

6.  If  participants  have  a  reasonable  chance  to  shoot  a  bison  but  fail  to, 
the  opportunity  to  participate  and  his/her  license  fee  will  be  forfeited. 

7.  In  the  event  bison  are  not  available  on  the  day  the  license  is  issued, 
‘the  license  fee  will  be  refunded  and  the  individual  will  remain  in  the 
same  priority  on  the  roster. 

8.  Any  questions  regarding  the  notification  procedure  and  control  for¬ 
mat  should  be  directed  to  the  Bozeman  office  of  FW&P,  1400  South 
19th,  Bozeman,  MT  59715  or  call  (406)  994-4042. 

Recommendations  — 

1.  Participants  should  use  a  minimum  of  a  .30  caliber  rifle  and  a  mini¬ 
mum  of  175  grain  slow-expanding  bullet. 


Recommendations  Continued 


2.  The  most  effective  shot-placement  to  quickly  dispatch  a  bison  is 
just  behind  the  point  of  the  bison’s  shoulder. 

3.  Bison  can  achieve  a  live  weight  of  up  to  2,000  pounds.  A  large  bull  is 
impossible  for  the  average  person  to  field  dress  alone.  Participants 
should  bring  several  people  with  them,  or  hire  an  outfitter  (some  are 
listed  at  the  end  of  this  brochure),  to  assist  with  the  field-dressing  and 
handling  of  their  bison.  If  participants  plan  to  field  dress  and  load 
their  own  animal,  equipment  like  axes,  knives,  saws,  and  block  and 
tackle  may  be  necessary. 

4.  Because  of  the  bison’s  large  size  and  thick  hide,  without  proper  care, 
the  animal’s  palatable  meat  may  spoil  in  a  short  period  of  time.  It  is 
recommended  that  bison  be  skinned  and  quartered  within  5  hours  af¬ 
ter  the  kill.  The  hide  should  not  be  left  on  the  bison  overnight,  even  if  it 
is  hanging. 

5.  Because  it  -is  important  that  bison  be  dispatched  as  quickly  and  hu¬ 
manely  as  possible,  all  participants  are  asked  to  comply  with  a  Fish 
and  Game  Commission  resolution  that  “strongly  encourages”  all  par¬ 
ticipants  to  voluntarily  pass  a  marksmanship  test  before  arriving  on 
site. 

Brucellosis  —  Brucellosis  in  bison  is  caused  by  a  bacterium  that  can 
also  infect  humans.  In  humans,  brucellosis  is  called  undulant  fever.  Symp¬ 
toms  include  intermittent  fever,  chills,  night  sweats,  body  aches,  poor  ap¬ 
petite  and  weakness.  If  undulant  fever  is  treated  early,  it  is  fairly  easy  to 
cure.  However,  if  the  disease  reaches  a  chronic  stage,  treatment  is  diffi¬ 
cult. 

In  bison,  the  bacteria  is  concentrated  in  the  reproductive  organs  and  the 
udder.  What  bacteria  may  be  present  in  the  meat  are  destroyed  by  cooking. 
Thus,  when  thoroughly  cooked,  the  meat  is  safe  to  eat.  You  can  protect 
yourself  when  handling  bison  by  the  following  steps: 

1.  Consider  every  Park  bison  to  be  infected.  The  results  of  blood  tests 
showed  over  50  percent  to  be  potentially  infected. 

2.  Always  wear  protective  gloves  when  dressing  carcasses  or  handling 
viscera. 

3.  Avoid  contact  with  milk  or  material  from  the  reproductive  tract. 

4.  Avoid  touching  your  eyes,  nose  or  mouth  until  you  have  scrubbed  after 
handling  the  animal. 

5.  Individuals  with  open  sores  or  cuts  on  their  hands  should  be  espe¬ 
cially  careful. 

6.  Discard  organ  meats. 

7.  Thoroughly  cook  all  meat  consumed. 

Additional  Fees  —  if  bison  are  on  private  lands  where  a  fee  is  being 
charged,  participants  will  be  informed  of  the  fee  when  they  are  notified. 
Participants  who  choose  not  to  pay  the  fee  will  be  removed  from  the  roster 
for  that  year. 

Participant’s  Responsibilities  —  fw&P’s  goal  is  to  have  partici- 
pants  take  bison  as  quickly  and  humanely  as  possible.  Participants  will  be 
expected  to  arrive  ready  to  help  FW&P  achieve  that  goal  and  also  to  be  pre¬ 
pared  to  properly  care  for  the  bison  they  take. 

I  he  F  uture  —  As  directed  by  the  Montana  Legislature,  other  methods 
of  controlling  bison  are  continuing  to  be  discussed  and  evaluated.  As  a 
part  of  that  effort,  FW&P,  the  National  Parks  Service,  and  the  U.S.  Forest 
Service  are  preparing  a  long-term  management  plan  for  Yellowstone  Na¬ 
tional  Park  bison  that  will  address  bison  management  alternatives  that 
could  be  used  inside  and  outside  the  park. 

Public  input  is  encouraged.  For  more  details  and  information  on  how  to 
participate,  please  write:  Bison  Management  Plan,  P.O.  Box  168,  Yellow¬ 
stone  National  Park,  WY  82190. 


Outfitter/Meat  Processing  Services  —  Participants  who  decide  to 
use  the  service  of  a  licensed  outfitter  are  urged  to  arrange  for  the  service 
prior  to  arriving  on-site.  If  this  is  impossible,  outfitters  probably  will  be 
available  for  hire  after  arrival.  Fees  charged  by  outfitters  will  vary  and  are 
usually  based  on  services  provided,  location  of  the  bison,  its  size,  and  dis¬ 
tance  from  the  nearest  access  road. 

Participants  may  also  want  to  contact  a  meat-processing  plant  ahead  of 
time  to  make  sure  they  can  handle  the  animal  on  the  day  it  is  taken. 

Some  outfitters  and  meat-processing  plants  in  the  Gardiner  and  West  Yel¬ 
lowstone  areas  willing  to  assist  are  listed  at  the  end  of  these  regulations. 


Some  Outfitters  in  the  Area 

George  Athas 
R.  R.  Box  95 
Gardiner,  MT  59030 
406-848-7217 

Bill  Hoppe 
Box  75 
Jardine  Rt. 

Gardiner,  MT  59030 
406-848-7651 

Edwin  Johnson 
Box  896 

Corwin  Springs,  MT  59021 
406-848-7381 

Kathryn  Johnson 
Jardine  Rt.,  Box  185 
Gardiner,  MT  59030 
406-848-7256 

Warren  Johnson 
Box  399 

Gardiner,  MT  59030 
406-848-7578 

Craig  Mathews 
Box  1037 

West  Yellowstone,  MT  59758 
406-646-9365 

Franklin  Rigler 
Box  887 

Corwin  Springs,  MT  59021 
406-848-7648 

Ken  Whitman 
Box  162 

West  Yellowstone,  MT  59758 
406-646-9642 


Some  Meat  Processing  Plants 


Charles  Glueckert 
310  S.  2nd 

Livingston,  MT  59047 
406-222-3229 

Livingston  Meats  Co. 

206  S.  11th 
Livingston,  MT  59047 
406-222-0760 
Ken  Betley 
Home:  406-222-6425 

Charles  Mikolich 
Box  857 

Corwin  Springs,  MT  59021 
406-848-7243 

Wilderness  Meats 
116  N.  L  Street 
Livingston,  MT  59047 
406-222-0104 

Happel’s  Meat  Processing 
and  Meat  Smoking  Service 
4200  Gooch  Hill  Road 
Bozeman,  MT  59715 
406-587-8972 

Crane’s  Game  Processing 
803  N.  Wallace  Ave. 

Bozeman,  MT  59715 
406-587-9385 

The  Meat  Shoppe 
722  N.  Rouse 
Bozeman,  MT  59715 
406-586-6328 
John  Bailey 
Home:  406-587-4391 
Don  DeBorde 
Home:  406-586-6238 
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